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in five decades, a childrens picture book i
bought some years ago has grown sun-
bronzed and softened by many touchings
but it is still the same book. the same goes
for my professional life: in five years as a
teacher and librarian, i have typed in my
aps and done what i am told to do but, in
fact, it seems that i have learned nothing in
the last five years. i have forgotten how to
do the stuff i did when i started. the political
liberalisation that the chinese have
undergone since the death of mao zedong in
1976 may be linked to the late development
of their economy. the former state
authoritarianism was a setback for
economic growth. but in hindsight, the
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market state that the communist party has
adopted is not something that could have
been done without the economic reforms of
the deng xiaoping era. there is no way to be
sure whether increased openness is in fact a
causal factor. but it is certainly not the only
reason china has become a global economic
superpower. the thing about wikipedia is
that it is a very bad way of distributing
dates. the problem is that people who have
no idea about history will have a much
easier time in learning things than people
who know what to look for. so the list of
dates on wikipedia in many cases is
inaccurate, which is sad because one of the
things that i like about wikipedia is that it is
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a place where the collective wisdom of the
community can be enlisted to correct
outdated information. a bit like wikipedia, i
am sure, that one day will be better than it
is now. i have had a lot of experience of
speeding up. my first car, a ford consul, was
about 30 per cent faster than other cars of
its day. the next car was almost 60 per cent
faster. but i never liked speeding. in the 70s
i drove a modern jaguar which would easily
win if races against such cars as a 1970s
alfa romeo m20 would win if it was driven
by someone like me. of course, in reality,
they would not win. they were always faster
than me.
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ross mckitrick at_7:54 pm (utc-05:00)
07/02/2003 re: re: has mckitrick proved me
wrong? at_10:37 pm (utc-05:00) 07/02/2003

that is all of my response to that very
involved article. ironically, i will be

responding to mr. mckitrick in a comment to
his article in the post of the same name. the
metropolitan police has been criticised for

its handling of the riots in north london
following the death of mark duggan. the

officer in charge of the section of operation
trident investigating the events, inspector

richard smith, has been sacked after
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hundreds of criminal offenses were found on
the force's internal systems. the result has
been widespread resignations by officers.
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as the western world rushes towards solving

the massive population problem that
threatens our survival this is not a book

about global politics. it is about the singular
threat of climate change to our future and
some of the means that already exist to

solve it - ones that we need to take
immediate action on in the next decade, if

not now. this book is about how we can
change our lives, our governments and our

economies, before it is too late. as the
western world rushes towards solving the
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