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32. Belief comes as a result of a transcendentally spiritual vision which leads us
to the best that is in us. It is a vision, however, that cannot be communicated to

another. It must be lived out of our own life, as the echoes of life. There is a
perfection in the truth that transcends everything with which we are

acquainted. Nonetheless, it is through our words that we transmit these echoes
of life. And it is within the heart of man that the absolute truth dwells. This is

what is found in the Church. Here there is the perennial truth, not because the
Church holds an exclusive monopoly on the truth, but because in her God lives

definitively in the world, as source and principle of all being. In her, there
dwells the light of wisdom and the word of truth; and this light is contemplated,

proclaimed and believed by the Christian Church. 33. By faith, the Christian
tradition receives, proclaims and believes in the mysteries of God. This is also

its mode of being and of expressing itself, its mode of speech. Only by the
proclamation of the Gospel as the path of salvation, not by a rigid adherence to

any dogma, does the Church become, as it always has been, the means of
salvation. 34. God revealed in the world, and in human beings, the divine plan
of love which had been perfected by a historic God. To be sure, the divine plan

of love is itself something eternal and superior to any images of it that have
been handed down to us. Indeed, it is a tradition handed down to us which, in
part, we have received as the true and living word of Christ, but which, for this
very reason, must be freely received and freely taken as the Christian tradition.
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130. other passages and writers
are referred to in the articles of

the church following a
distinctive method of

numbering. these texts are not
distinctively styled as belonging

to the church, although they
are used for the various

ministries within the church. the
references are for help in

elucidating and explaining the
meaning of the sacred texts.
many of these are comments

on the words used or are
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quotations from the sacred
scriptures. faith in the

scriptures and tradition are
often equated. the basis of the
church is not the scriptures, but

rather, the tradition by which
the scriptures are interpreted.
the apostolic tradition, along

with the spirit and the church,
is the source of the authority

and purity of doctrine. while the
new testament was meant to

be the sole authority of
doctrine, it is therefore

necessary for the christian to
search in other scriptures and
in the apostolic traditions for
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complete guidance in doctrine.
the doctrine that is taught in
the apostles creed is infallibly
true and beneficial. no one,

however, can be certain of the
infallibility of the declaration of

the councils or of the
understanding of each of the

christian sects. 132. the church
does not dictate infallible

expressions of doctrine for all
ages. it is a living tradition, by
no means a book of scholastic
knowledge. the writings of the

church are infallibly true, living,
and certain; they are for our

instruction; they are also to be
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used as the deposit of our faith,
as the justification of our faith,
and as the source of our faith.

in the eleventh century, abelard
went a step further than john

wycliff. he reasoned that christ
is the principle of unity. jesus
christ united god, heaven and
earth. the son of god, and the
virgin mary are the principle of
unity. abelard taught that all
christian theology must be

founded upon the truth. thus
theology requires that we

distinguish what is true from
what is not true. 5ec8ef588b
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